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A field study of the light on Ruimsig's new-estate streets: whereA field study of the light on Ruimsig's new-estate streets: where

the Highveld sun goes through the year, what it does to eachthe Highveld sun goes through the year, what it does to each

elevation, and what we'd fit where — with the honest catchelevation, and what we'd fit where — with the honest catch

beside every recommendation.beside every recommendation.
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A decade of new glass, and not much shade
over it yet

Ruimsig barely existed as a suburb of houses before the estate boom of the

last decade or so replaced the smallholdings out here on the West Rand. What

went up instead is a particular kind of home: open-plan, double-storey, built

around a stacking-door wall onto the garden or the fairway rather than a row

of separate windows. Roughly six in ten stands now sit inside a gated estate,

with bigger, fewer openings than an older suburb — and gardens still too young

to throw much shade. A tree planted five years ago isn't doing what a forty-

year-old Constantia Kloof oak does; most of the shade a Ruimsig window gets

right now, it gets from the blind.

One more honest point before the sun-path numbers: Ruimsig has no single

fixed orientation the way a ridge suburb does. Estate homes face the garden,

the fairway or the street, whichever way the stand points, so "west-facing

Ruimsig homes" isn't really a thing — the walk that matters is around your own

house with a compass, not a rule about the suburb.

T H E  L I G H T  H E R E

Twenty-six degrees south, roughly seventeen
hundred metres up
Ruimsig has no weather station of its own. The figures below are

Johannesburg's, calculated for a latitude within 0.03° of Ruimsig's own

— close enough that they apply here directly. Every one is sourced at

the foot of this page.



Solar noon sits due north — about 86° up in December, about 40° in June
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The afternoon arc

243° in Dec → 295° in Jun

52° of low sun, always late in the day

The morning arc

116° → 69°

Cool air — glare, not heat

Whichever wall sits in the copper arc is the one working hardest.

Afternoon sun, December to June Morning sun

01 Near-vertical in December, low and due north in June

At 86° in December the midday sun does little damage through a

north window; by June it's dropped to about 40°, still due north,

and lingers there through the middle of the day. One elevation, two

different problems, six months apart.

02 The afternoon sun swings a 52° arc, and it's always low

Whichever wall sits in that arc takes the brunt of it, and by the time

the sun reaches it, it's low — under most eaves, past most

overhangs, straight into the room.

03 Mornings are the mild half of the day

A wall in the morning arc gets hours of low sun while the air is still

cool — a glare-and-waking problem more than a heat one.



04 Storms and hail arrive in the same hour as the heat

South African hail concentrates on the Highveld and is most

frequent from mid-November to February, peaking in the afternoon.

That's the same stretch of the day the hot-side glass is working

hardest — and on a weekday, often the hour the house stands

empty. Anything mounted outside the glass needs to get itself in

without you.

05 Altitude buys extra ultraviolet, whichever way you're facing

Ruimsig sits somewhere around 1,700m — sources for the area put

it anywhere from about 1,580m to 1,740m depending on the exact

point measured, so we won't pretend to a precision nobody has.

What's not in question is the World Health Organization's figure: UV

intensity rises roughly 10% for every 1,000m of altitude. That's a

fading argument as much as a comfort one — it takes the colour

out of a couch arm and, eventually, out of the blind itself.



R O O M  B Y  R O O M

Your house has an orientation. The suburb
doesn't.
Walk your own place with a compass at about four in the afternoon and

note which wall the sun is actually on — that tells you more than any

rule about "Ruimsig homes" would.

01 North — the free heating worth keeping

December sun barely reaches into a north-facing room; by June it

reaches several metres in. An eave or a first-floor slab does real

A low sun is aA low sun is a
sideways problem.sideways problem.

A blind that only travels up and down has one answer toA blind that only travels up and down has one answer to

a four-o'clock sun: cover the window and lose the room.a four-o'clock sun: cover the window and lose the room.

Something that closes down from outside the glassSomething that closes down from outside the glass

entirely has a better one.entirely has a better one.



work here — blacking the wall out permanently throws away the

cheapest heating in the house.

02 Whichever wall catches the 52° arc — where the money belongs

This is the view side more often than not in Ruimsig — the fairway,

the garden, the pool. Low sun gets in under the eave, so overhead

shade barely helps. If one elevation in your house deserves the

better spec, it's this one.

03 The mirror wall — same geometry, smaller bill

Early, low sun while the air's still cool. A bedroom on this wall is a

blockout conversation for the sake of sleep; a breakfast room

usually isn't, because there the sun is the whole point.

04 The quiet wall

The wall opposite the hot one catches the least of the year's sun.

Sometimes the honest answer here is to spend nothing at all.

05 Double-volume glass over the entrance

A void isn't just a tall window — it behaves like a chimney, heat

gathering at the top where nobody can reach a blind by hand.

Anything above about three metres is a motor conversation before

it's a fabric one.

W H A T  W E ' D  F I T ,  A N D  W H Y



The reasoning — and the honest catch with
each
Nothing here is right on every wall, and each one costs you something,

so the catch sits right beside it. Press Add to my window list and it

carries down to the form at the foot of this page.

Roller blinds — sunscreen and blockout

BEST  ON:  THE  HOT  WALL'S  LIVING  GLASS  ·  BEDROOMS

A 3–5% sunscreen weave cuts glare and UV while the view stays visible;

blockout does the opposite job on one flat sheet — genuine dark, no folds.

A view-facing bedroom usually wants both on one bracket, and a wide

stacking-door wall needs a join line or a linked, motorised run past about

3m.



Day/night (zebra) blinds

BEST  ON:  STREET-FACING

ROOMS  ·  GUEST  SUITES

Sheer and solid bands slide past

each other, moving from open

view to privacy without raising

the blind — though it's never a

true blockout, and the banding

reads as a strong pattern against

plain new-build walls.

Cellular (honeycomb) blinds

BEST  ON:  THE  ROOM

ABOVE  THE  GARAGE  ·

WEST  BEDROOMS

Air trapped in hexagonal cells

insulates both ways — a garage

roof that's absorbed a full

afternoon, a cold July night —

though it's the wrong side of the

glass for a genuinely hard sun,

since it only slows heat already

through the pane.

Venetian blinds

BEST  ON:  KITCHENS  &

BATHROOMS  (ALUMINIUM)

·  STUDIES  &  LIVING  ROOMS

(TIMBER)

A slat tilts rather than just going

up or down, so the beam stops

while the room stays bright —

though it stacks deeper than a

roller when raised, and every slat

collects Highveld dust.

Vertical & panel blinds

BEST  ON:  WIDE  STACKING

DOORS  AND  FULL-HEIGHT

GLASS

Rotating vanes or wide panels

cover a wide opening edge to

edge, built for the four-metre

sliders these estates run — but

vanes swing in a draught, and a

panel needs clear wall to stack

onto.



Concealed & recessed blinds

BEST  ON:  HOMES  STILL  BEING  BUILT  OR  RENOVATED,  BEFORE

THE  CEILING  CLOSES

Fabric drops from a slim ceiling slot and the hardware disappears — on the

frameless glass a lot of new Ruimsig homes carry, it's the one detail that

doesn't argue with the architecture. It has to be decided at drawing stage,

though; retrofit means a slim surface cassette instead, no longer invisible.

Skylight & shaped blinds

BEST  ON:  GABLE  GLASS

AND  SKYLIGHTS  OVER

DOUBLE-VOLUME

ENTRANCES

A guided side-track holds the

fabric's line on angled roof glass

instead of letting it sag —



common over these entrance

halls, though shaped openings

get templated on site, not

measured off a plan.

Roller shutters

BEST  ON:  THE  WALL  THAT  CATCHES  THE  52°  ARC,  ESPECIALLY

WITH  NO  OVERHANG

Rigid aluminium slats close down from a headbox outside the glass,

stopping the sun before it reaches the pane. An interior blockout kills the

glare, but the glass behind it still heats and radiates into the evening — a

shutter never gives it the chance. It's the dearest answer here in relative

terms, and wants a motor plus a wind strategy through hail season, not a

fixed one.

Shading, not security. Specified for sun, heat, glare and daytime privacy

outside the glass — not a security-rated shutter, which is a different



product, available on request.

Folding-arm awnings & zip screens

BEST  ON:  THE  PATIO,  THE  BRAAI  SIDE ,  THE  POOL  DECK

An awning shades a patio with nothing standing in the way, folding back the

moment you want winter sun again. A zip screen does a different job —

mesh under tension in side channels, holding shape in wind while the

garden stays visible. Through hail season, wind and hail ratings are

engineering limits, not marketing — an exposed patio gets a motor and a

wind sensor, not a cheaper manual one.



Motorised blinds & automation

BEST  ON:  WIDE  STACKING-

DOOR  RUNS,  DOUBLE-

VOLUME  GLASS,  ANYTHING

YOU  CAN 'T  REACH

One remote, keypad or app runs

a whole wall of glass and

removes cords entirely — the

safest option with small children

— but it needs power routed to

the right place: simple while a

home's still being built, fiddlier

once the ceiling's closed.

Motorised curtain tracks

BEST  ON:  BEDROOMS  AND

FORMAL  LIVING  ROOMS

Curtains glide open on remote,

schedule or touch, for a room

where fabric curtains are the

look but a heavy hand-pull isn't

— though retrofitting a track

where blinds were designed in is

the bigger job.

Not sure — or something already
installed elsewhere?

BEST  ON:  MOST  HOUSES,

HONESTLY

Plenty of windows need nothing

at all — the hard part is telling

which, a judgement made

standing in the room at the hour

that hurts. An older blind that's

stopped working often gets

repaired rather than replaced.



O P T I O N A L

Want this Blueprint marked up for your own house?

Tell us which rooms or elevations are the problem and we'll send

it back with notes against your actual walls — what we'd start

with, what we'd leave alone. No visit involved, no obligation.

B E F O R E  A N Y T H I N G  G O E S  O N  T H E  O U T S I D E

Estate rules, and where this page's certainty
runs out

Roughly six in ten Ruimsig stands sit inside a gated estate, and every one we've

worked in runs some form of architectural or building committee — a body

that checks new work, colours and street-facing finishes against the estate's

own guidelines before anything gets installed. We looked for a published copy

of any one estate's actual rulebook and couldn't find one; those documents sit

with each body corporate, not in the public domain, so we won't pretend to

know your estate's specific clauses. What we will do is raise it at the free

measure, and match fascias, cassettes and exterior colours to whatever's

approved before anything goes on order.



The distinction that matters: a blind fitted inside the room changes nothing

about how the house reads from the street. Anything mounted outside — a

shutter headbox, an awning cassette — is an exterior alteration, worth

checking with your estate first. In Constantia Kloof, built up well before the

estate boom, the constraint runs the other way: no committee to satisfy, but

window openings that were never standardised, so a made-to-measure fit

matters more than an approved colour.

T H E  H O N E S T  L I M I T  O F  A N Y  G U I D E

Four things only a tape measure at the window
settles
Everything above narrows the field. These four decide it — and all four

are exactly what the free measure is for.

01 True reveal depth, and whether the opening is square

New-build plaster settles in its first year or two, and reveals vary

wall to wall even in the same room — depth decides whether an

inside mount is even possible.

02 What's already fixed above the glass

Many stacking-door walls arrive with an aluminium reveal or a

builder's track already above the frame — whether a cassette or a

concealed slot fits depends on the clearance that's actually there.

file:///C:/Users/Ben/OneDrive%20-%20Blind%20Solutions/Documents/Claude%20Co%20Work%20Projects/Blinds-LeadGen-Machine/sites/ruimsigblinds.co.za/areas/constantia-kloof.html


03 How exposed that specific wall really is

Open grassland still runs along the M47 and between newer estate

phases — a wall backing onto it catches more wind through hail

season than one tucked behind a neighbour.

04 Where the power for a motor can run

Simple on a home still being built; fiddlier once the ceiling's closed

and plastered. A roof void solves it more often than not, but that's a

call made standing under the actual roof, not read off a floor plan.

T W O  W A Y S  F O R W A R D

Have us come and measure — or get a range
first
Both start on the one short form below.

R E C O M M E N D E D

The free expert measure & written quote

A consultant comes to you with samples, measures every opening

precisely, walks the wall that's actually giving you trouble, and leaves a

written quote itemised per window. Free, with no obligation.



Book my free measure

O P T I O N A L

Want a ballpark first?

A budget range comes back the next working day, off nothing more than

rough sizes. Not sure how to measure? Leave it out — our consultant

measures for free either way, and that's where exact per-window pricing

comes from.

Open the window list

T H E  C L O S E

Book your free expert measure
Just the one short form. Want a budget range too? Add rough

window sizes underneath — entirely optional, and nobody will

chase you for it.



S O U R C E S

Where the numbers on this page come from
Every sun-path, climate, suburb and estate figure above is taken from

the following. Ruimsig has no weather station of its own, so all climate

figures are Johannesburg/Highveld-wide and the solar angles are

calculated for Johannesburg. Where something couldn't be verified, we

said so rather than round it into a sentence.

Roodepoort's coordinates (26°9′45″S 27°52′21″E) — Wikipedia, Roodepoort

Roodepoort elevation (~1,738m; other sources for the area range 1,583–1,741m) —

geodatos.net, Roodepoort coordinates

Solar altitude and sunrise/sunset bearings at the December and June solstices for

Johannesburg — Gaisma, Johannesburg

How ultraviolet radiation increases with altitude — World Health Organization,

Radiation: Ultraviolet (UV) radiation

Where and when South African hail falls, and its afternoon concentration — Punge et

al., “Characteristics of hail hazard in South Africa based on satellite detection of

convective storms”, Natural Hazards and Earth System Sciences 23 (2023)

General Highveld building-practice pattern for UV, hail and storm exposure (written

for Pretoria, a lower-altitude Highveld city, cited for the pattern rather than a

Ruimsig-specific figure) — Pretoria Building Contractors, “Building for Highveld

Weather in Pretoria: UV, Hail, Storms”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roodepoort
https://www.geodatos.net/en/coordinates/south-africa/gauteng/roodepoort
https://www.gaisma.com/en/location/johannesburg.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/radiation-ultraviolet-(uv)
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/radiation-ultraviolet-(uv)
https://nhess.copernicus.org/articles/23/1549/2023/
https://nhess.copernicus.org/articles/23/1549/2023/
https://nhess.copernicus.org/articles/23/1549/2023/
https://nhess.copernicus.org/articles/23/1549/2023/
https://nhess.copernicus.org/articles/23/1549/2023/
https://pretoriabuildingcontractors.co.za/building-for-highveld-weather-uv-hail-storms/
https://pretoriabuildingcontractors.co.za/building-for-highveld-weather-uv-hail-storms/


Two honest caveats: no published rulebook for any specific Ruimsig-area estate

exists to cite, so the guide describes the general pattern of committee sign-off rather

than one estate's actual clauses; and Roodepoort's elevation varies by several

hundred metres depending on the point measured, so we used the higher end of that

range rather than false precision. Reading this from a neighbouring estate? The same

reasoning applies across Eagle Canyon, Featherbrooke, Northcliff and Constantia

Kloof — it's the housing stock and the exposure that change.

Ruimsig's landmarks, estate character, ~60% gated-estate stock and recent-build

architecture — Chas Everitt, Ruimsig area profile · MyRoof, Ruimsig suburb guide ·

5th Avenue Properties, Ruimsig area profile

Roodepoort Country Club (Gary Player/Ron Kirby design, 1986) and the Walter Sisulu

National Botanical Garden on Ruimsig's edge — SA-Venues, Roodepoort Country Club

· SA-Venues, Ruimsig attractions

Constantia Kloof as an established, pre-estate-boom suburb with non-standardised

window openings — Century 21, Constantia Kloof area profile

file:///C:/Users/Ben/OneDrive%20-%20Blind%20Solutions/Documents/Claude%20Co%20Work%20Projects/Blinds-LeadGen-Machine/sites/ruimsigblinds.co.za/areas/eagle-canyon.html
file:///C:/Users/Ben/OneDrive%20-%20Blind%20Solutions/Documents/Claude%20Co%20Work%20Projects/Blinds-LeadGen-Machine/sites/ruimsigblinds.co.za/areas/featherbrooke-estate.html
file:///C:/Users/Ben/OneDrive%20-%20Blind%20Solutions/Documents/Claude%20Co%20Work%20Projects/Blinds-LeadGen-Machine/sites/ruimsigblinds.co.za/areas/northcliff.html
file:///C:/Users/Ben/OneDrive%20-%20Blind%20Solutions/Documents/Claude%20Co%20Work%20Projects/Blinds-LeadGen-Machine/sites/ruimsigblinds.co.za/areas/constantia-kloof.html
file:///C:/Users/Ben/OneDrive%20-%20Blind%20Solutions/Documents/Claude%20Co%20Work%20Projects/Blinds-LeadGen-Machine/sites/ruimsigblinds.co.za/areas/constantia-kloof.html
https://www.chaseveritt.co.za/area-profiles/roodepoort/ruimsig/
https://www.myroof.co.za/blog/suburb/ruimsig,-johannesburg-west
https://www.5thavenue.co.za/area-profiles/roodepoort/ruimsig/
https://www.sa-venues.com/golf/roodepoort-country-club.php
https://www.sa-venues.com/attractionsga/ruimsig.php
https://www.century21.co.za/area-profiles/roodepoort/constantia-kloof/

